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Cleveland Bay, Yarm 
Every second Wednesday of the month 

http://www.freewebs.com/yarmmcc 
Tel: 07867 782414 

 
CLUB NEWSLETTER – SEPTEMBER 2009 

 
Hi Folks.  I’ve changed the  Newsletter header so that our club logo is on the front with contact info for 
anyone to get in touch.  The weather has been a bit ‘crap’ but at least there has been the occasional good, 
dry day.  Thank goodness Ridewell was blessed with warm sunny weather, such a contrast from the 
previous 2 years.  A big thank you goes to the ladies for working so hard with all the grub and drinks. They 
did such a great job and made quite a bit of money in the bargain.  Thanks also to Harry for the hardware to 
go with the food and drinks and to Colin for the loan of the marquee/gazebo/tent thingy whatever you call it.  
There was also good support from the members with a good line up of bikes. I think the classic Ducati and 
the SideCar outfit stole the show. Well done everybody. 
BikeWise at Durham Police HQ was another good event. I didn’t get too much time to limp around as I 
helped out on the BMF stand for the day. We didn’t sign up any new members although a lot of people took 
stuff away to learn more about the organisation.   
 
Committee Meeting.  Wednesday 2nd September 2009 at 8.30pm in the Cleveland Bay.   
 
Forthcoming Events.  (latest additions in Bold).  Let me know of any event you would like publicising.   
Aug 22 – Sep 4  Manx GP 
Sep 6   PHOTOSHOOT AT YARM TOWN HALL 8AM…YES 8AM! 
Sep 12   Bol d’Or 24 Hour (lasts about a day then!) 
Sep 18 to 20  Goodwood Revival, Goodwood, West Sussex 
Sept 19/20th  BMF Tail End Rally, East of England Showground 
Oct 2 to 5  MCN Live, Butlins, Skegness 
OCT 10  BMF AGM, Norwich 
Oct 17/18  Classic MC Mechanics Bike Show, Stafford County Show Ground. ST18 0BD 
Oct 25   British Summertime Ends 
Nov 8   MOTOGP Valencia….the end of the racing season…boo hoo! 
Nov 27 to Dec 6 NEC International Motorcycle and Scooter Show. CLUB RUN ON 3 DEC 
Dec 27   Christmas Dinner, Cleveland Bay 
2010 
Apr 24/25  Carole Nash Classic Show, Stafford County Show Ground 
Aug 12-15  Bulldog Bash 
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The Club Website.  Visit the Club Website at www.freewebs.com/yarmmcc/.  If you have stuff for sale 
or an event to promote then this is the place to put it for wide coverage. Send your material to Steve Watts 
on swatts@ntlworld.com. Check out via the Guestbook when you have finished your comments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Number Plates.  A long time ago I did an article on plates and the requirements of the law.  The 
subject crops up quite often in the magazines so here is a reminder of what is needed to comply 
and save yourself a fine and possibly 3 points on your licence: 

Motorcycles and Tricycles Registered after 1 Sep 2001 must ONLY display a number 
plate at the rear of the vehicle.  The plate must consist of 2 lines. 

Motorcycles and Tricycles Registered before 1 Sep 2001 can display a number plate at the 
front but are not required to. A plate must be displayed at the rear of the vehicle and may consist 
of 3 lines, but 1-line plates are illegal. 

Tricycles derived from 4-wheeled bodies i.e. saloon cars, must meet the normal 
requirements for car number plates.  Tricycles derived from motorcycles must meet the 
requirements for motorcycles. 

Specification for Characters: 
Height:  64mm Width:  44mm  Character Stroke:  10mm  
Space between Characters:  10mm  Space between Groups:  30mm  
Top, Side and Bottom Margin:  11mm Space between vertical lines:  13mm 
 
The British Standard sets out the physical characteristics of the number plate. This includes 
visibility, strength and reflectivity. The British Standard also requires each number plate to be 
permanently and legibly marked with the following information: 
a.  the British Standard number (currently BS AU 145d); 
b. the name, trade mark or other means of identification of the manufacturer or component 
supplier; and c. the name and postcode of the supplying outlet. 

Registration numbers must be correctly displayed in line with the law. You must go to a 
Registered Number Plate Supplier (RNPS) to get a number plate. 
If you do not keep to the law relating to the style, size and spacing of letters and numbers on 
number plates, you could be fined up to £1000 and the registration number may be permanently 
withdrawn from use. 

The simple answer is to have a plate made at an official dealer – it will meet all the 
requirements of the law, including the dealer’s identification which is needed.  

Motorcycle Clothing and Accessories Shop Near You.  Did you know that there is a shop near 
the Cleveland Bay that sells clothing and bike accessories? It is called  MSG Bike Gear.  I didn’t 
have a clue until I was passed the information by someone at work who attended the Bikewise 
event at Durham (Thanks Bill and Barbara).  The shop is in Newsham Hall, Aislaby.  Turn right 
immediately after the traffic lights outside the Cleveland Bay and the location should be signposted 

 
 For Sale  GIVI Top Box and 2 Side Panniers, with mountings to fit VFR 800.  As new. 
    £300.  Tel: 07931816812 or contact Steve Griffiths 01642 350640.   
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about a mile down the road (I think).  You can call the office in Middleton St. George on 01325 
333346 or 332900.  Mobile 07872 016127.  Visit www.msgbikegear.com to see what is offered.  

 

 

 

 

The Flag Café.  Lawrence and Carol will give you a warm welcome when you call in the Flag 
Café near Seamer.  The Café is open Wednesday evenings and during Saturday and Sunday 
daytime.  Tel 07813 430710 for more information.  I have drawn a map to show where it is (no, I 
didn’t get Art as an exam subject)! 

 

Mesh Barrier to Cut Biker Deaths.  A new style Biker-Safe crash barrier is being fitted to a 
stretch of the A689 at Killhope, close to the entrance of the Killhope Lead Mine museum in upper 
Weardale.  The barrier has a containment mesh to absorb the energy of a rider during impact.  It is 
fitted to the lower part of the barrier with the aim of preventing the rider hitting the support 
upright.  Last year there were 131 road accidents and 2 deaths involving motorcycles.  This year 
there have been 87 accidents and 2 fatalities.  

For Sale: Yamaha FZ1 Fazer. 2006 model.  Blue. 6200 miles. Fitted with Crash Bungs, 
Heated Grips, Belly pan and Fender Extender.   
Full Service History.  5 months MOT.  Contact Dave on 01388 720601(H) or 
07983525502 (M). Also contact Club Secretary – Brian. 



 44

Educating the Public on Bike Speed.  (Extract from BMF ‘blurb’).  A chap from Surveyor 
magazine called me to get the BMF's view on the DfT's (Department for Transport's) latest figures 
on vehicle speeds, and in particular, why I thought the figures for motorcycle speeds were on the 
up.   Having recently read the DfT's release on the subject, I replied that it wasn't just motorcyclists 
who were the sinners, pointing out that although - at 29 per cent -the figure for bikes speeding in a 
30 mph restricted area was up four per cent on last year, it paled into insignificance compared with 
a whopping 58 per cent of car drivers! 
When it came to HGVs, 53 per cent exceed the 30 limit, and worse still, on single-carriageway 
national speed limit roads 74 per cent (yes, three - quarters) of articulated lorries exceeded their 
statutory 40 mph limit. (~Hands up who didn’t know it was 40mph!) 
On motorways it was a similar story, with similar percentages exceeding the speed limit. So, we 
can say with some certainty that in the speeding stakes, "Government figures show motorcyclists 
are less sinful than other road users".  
Our Surveyorman seemed fascinated by us and us alone, so I went with the flow. "Why do 
motorcyclists travel so fast?" he asked.  
"Because they can" was my honest if somewhat flippant reply. It doesn't make it right but the 
performance of a modern bike far exceeds that of most cars and the potential to speed is there. 
With congestion as it is, there's also the opportunity to overtake quickly and safely where a car 
couldn't even contemplate such a move.  
"That's why," I said, "that if you're in a car and trundling through the countryside in a road-train of 
vehicles at 40 mph a bike passing you, even at a legal 50 mph, seems fast."  
We (again) came back to motorcyclists who speed, so this time I said, "Motorcyclists are not a 
species you know, they do other things besides riding bikes, most of them also drive cars and pay 
taxes. They are only motorcyclists when riding a bike, otherwise they are quite normal ". The End 

Has That Bike Got a Hidden History?  (Repeated from last month)  The latest research from HPI 
reveals that one in five motorcycles has a hidden history.  To check if the bike of your dreams has 
outstanding finance,  has previously been written off or just want to check the mileage, go to 
www.hpicheck.com or call 01722 422 422.  

Need Help with Your Computer.  Quick, efficient service at very competitive prices assured. 
Contact Steve on 07765881062 or 01642 651086. Alternatively you can email Steve at 
swatts@ntlworld.com.  

 

 

 
 
Insure Your Bike for a Day.  FlexiRider Insurance can cover your bike for 1 to 28 days if you wish.   
Underwritten by AVIVA (formerly Norwich Union) and Chaucer Insurance, you can contact them via the 
website www.flexirider.co.uk 
 
Fewer Biker Deaths in 2008.  The Motor Cycle Industry is pleased with the latest report that almost 100 
fewer motorcyclists were killed on Britain’s roads in 2008 than 2007.  However, there is no room for 

For Sale: 1 one-piece set of Figo leathers size 46.  Red/Black & silver.  Worn twice. 
Bargain at £80.00.  See Tony Petrie for details/picture at Club meetings or call Brian 
(Secretary).  Telephone no. at bottom of Newsletter.    
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complacency and the MCI is calling for more training and funding for such as BikeSafe, the government’s 
transport policy and inclusion of a two-wheel awareness module for all road users during training.  
 
Tower Bridge Back Flip.  If you wan to see Robbie Madison do the first ever bike back-flip over Tower 
Bridge go to http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8147714.stm.  
 
Harley-Davidson and Buell Pull Out Of NEC.  Following Honda’s decision not to display at the NEC this 
year, it has been confirmed that Harley and Buell will not be attending.  Both companies say they are 
concentrating on marketing at a variety of locations throughout the UK instead. 
 
Honda Cease Production in the USA.  After 30 years Honda has finally closed its plant in Ohio. 
 
Driving and Texting.  Virginia Tech Transportation Institute, USA, has completed a study on the dangers 
of texting while driving.  Using in-car cameras and movement sensors the habit of drivers over some 6 
million miles revealed that it is far more dangerous than previously thought.  In particular, driver attention 
drops off noticeably when receiving a call, and drops off seriously when dialling and texting, as attention is 
drawn away from the road.   
As someone who commutes a short distance to work everyday on the bike I am appalled at the number of 
drivers using their mobile phones while on the move.  I really should get those air horns fitted and try and 
blow their side windows out!   
 
Bulldog Bash.  The event went ahead with no real trouble reported.  A few people were arrested although 
no details have been published.  Over 20,000 people attended the weekend and over £10,000 was collected 
for charities.  Next year’s Bash will take place over 12-15 August. I think it should be on the list of 101 
things to do on my bike before I go ‘feet up’. 
 
Club Regalia.   Stand out from the crowd. Wear something with the club logo on?  Speak to our Chairman, 
Les Wright, for list of products and prices.  Look the part for that holiday/ride-out/bikeshow.  There’s only 
125 days to Christmas so rush now to place your order! 
 
Gimmee the Right Tools.  The ZR-7 passed the MOT a couple of weeks ago. I decided to strip the front 
brake callipers and put new dust and hydraulic seals as they were a bit wrecked after riding all winter.  All 
went ok until the last piston. It was a corroded more than I liked.  I cleaned it up but had to use very fine wet 
and dry to get the worst off, not really a good idea. Getting the piston seated was very difficult as it wasn’t 
polished enough…another mistake. Anyhow, after much straining and cursing it went in and I bled the 
brakes.  I only had 11 hours to go to the MOT!  As I cleaned up I noticed some brake fluid on the floor – the 
bad piston was leaking just a tiny bit. I wiped up the drips and bled the brakes again and left the lever tied 
fully back. I immediately ordered new pistons on the internet as I was sure the bike would fail the MOT.  
Next morning the pressure was fine but there was a small drip of fluid on the calliper. Anyhow, the bike 
passed….would you believe it the leak stopped after the ride to the shop!  Anyhow, the new pistons arrived 
in the post 18 hours after ordering them and they’ll be fitted in due course.  How about that for service parts 
though!  WEMOTO have always come good for me and I would always recommend them……but then the 
fly-screen fell off when I got home…collateral from the side stand snapping off 
 
The End Game.  Little Fire-fighter   A fire fighter was working on the engine outside the Station, when he 
noticed a little girl nearby in a little red wagon with  little ladders hung off the sides, and a garden hose 
tightly coiled in  the middle. The girl was wearing a fire-fighters helmet and the wagon was being pulled by 
her dog and cat.   The fire-fighter walked over to take a closer look. 'That sure is a nice fire truck,' the fire-
fighter said with admiration. ' Thanks,' the girl replied. 
The fire fighter looked a little closer. The girl had tied the wagon to her dog's collar and to the cat's testicles. 
'Little partner,' the fire-fighter said, 'I don't want to tell you how to run your rig, but if you were to tie that 
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rope around the cat's collar, I think you could go faster’.  
The little girl replied thoughtfully, 'You're probably right, but then I wouldn't have a siren’. 
 
Ah – Retirement: Working people frequently ask retired people what they do to make their days interesting. 
Well, for example, the other day my wife and I went into town and went into a shop. We were only in there 
for about 5 minutes.  When we came out, there was a policeman writing out a parking ticket. We went up to 
him and said, 'Come on, how about giving a senior citizen a break? He ignored us and continued writing the 
ticket.  I called him a Nazi turd. He glared at me and started writing another ticket for having worn tyres. So 
my wife called him a shit-head. 
He finished the second ticket and put it on the windscreen with the first.  Then he started writing a third 
ticket. This went on for about 20 minutes. The more we abused him, the more tickets he wrote. 
Personally, we didn't care. We came into town by bus and the car had a Gordon Brown sticker on it. We try 
to have a little fun each day now that we're retired. It's important at our age. 
 
A blonde woman was speeding down the road in her little red sports car and was pulled over by a 
woman police officer, who was also a blonde. The blonde cop asked to see the blonde driver's 
license. She dug through her purse and was getting progressively more agitated. 'What does it look 
like?' she finally asked.  The policewoman replied, 'It's square and it has your picture on it.' 
The driver finally found a square mirror in her purse, looked at it and handed it to the 
policewoman. 'Here it is,' she said. The blonde officer looked at the mirror, then handed it back 
saying, 'OK, you can go. I didn't realize you were a cop.' 
 
Wot! Not Got a Computer? This newsletter contains quite a few references to web sites and email 
addresses. Where there are alternatives such as phone numbers or mailing addresses I will publish them.  
Get advice from Committee member Steve Watts if you are planning to go ‘digital’.   
 
Here are the Sunday Runs for the next few weeks: 
 
# --YARM MC 
RUN M -- MOTO GP       W -- WORLD S'BIKES B -- BRITISH S'BIKES 
      

DATE     SUNDAY RUNS VENUE RACING VENUE 
30-Aug  # Howstein Gorge / Hawes ? Leyburn M+ B Indiapolis,US + Cadwell (29th 

Apr) 
06-Sep  # North Yorkshire Moors Grosmont Area M + W Misano,Italy + TBC Germany 

13-Sep  # Durham Dale Area (Bishops Country )   

20-Sep   # Craggside House M Lake Balaton, Hungary 

27-Sep   # Coastal- Robin Hoods Bay - S'brough M  Imola, Italy 

04-Oct   # Cracoe bike club - Cheap food) M + W 
Estoril,Portugal +Magny 
Cours,Fr 

11-Oct   # Helmsley/Scarborough/Whitby B TBA _ To be arranged 
 
 

And it’s ‘Goodnight’ from him.  Please call me if you would like something putting in the newsletter.  
There is no deadline...you either make the next issue or you don’t! My email address: 
brian.burke2@btopenworld.com or phone me – 01325 721669 (Answerphone on if not able to get to the 
phone straight away).  Mobile No. is 07517 605614.  Brian 


