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www.yarmmotorcycleclub.co.uk    
Tel: 07517 605614 (Secretary) 

 
CLUB NEWSLETTER MAY 2015 

 
 
Secretary’s Ramblings. It was good to see the guys depart from Tesco’s car park for the rally in the Derbyshire Peak District. 
Hopefully someone will submit a write-up on the weekend to put in the newsletter. Unfortunately I was unable to go as I had 
elected to go for surgery the following day.  Both knees were done in a couple of hours and now, a couple of days later, I am 
feeling the benefit. Hopefully it will not be too long before I am back on a bike.  
 The BMW has been sold. I was sorry to see it go as it was the most user-friendly, comfortable and easy bike to ride; it 
was just too heavy for my knackered old frame. Although I still have the Kawasaki 500S I am looking for another lightweight 
bike so that I can ride one as I pull the other to bits to improve/modify as required. Give me a call if you know of anything 
around that’s in good nick. I want one that has a decent amount of ‘shove’; I don’t want to struggle to overtake! 
 Don’t forget the club BBQ for 28 June at 3pm. Please give your name to me and/or Bob Arnett asap! Also, decide on 
menu as per emails sent after last club meeting.  
 Also note for your diary – Christmas Party at the Eaglescliffe Golf Club on 12 Dec. Menu etc tbd. 
 
Forthcoming Events (latest additions in Bold).  Let me know of any event you would like to be publicised. 
  Committee Mtg:   Weds 6 May 
  Club Night:      Weds 13 May 
2015 
3 May  Region 2 Annual Regional Meeting at The Gun Inn, Ridsdale, A68 - RIDEOUT! 
9 May  Durham Autojumble & Meet. Mill House, Littleburn Industrial Est, Langley Moor 
  DH7 8HJ. Indoor/outdoor stalls/cafe. Private parking. Entrance £1. 
10 May  Classic Car and Motorcycle Show, Hurworth Grange. 10am to 4pm. Children Free 
16 May*  Christian Bikers: Meet Birkbrow car park A171 10.00am for 1030 depart 10.30am. 
7 Jun  Newark Auto Jumble, Newark and Notts Showground, NG24 2NY 
13 June Durham Autojumble & Meet. Mill House, Littleburn Industrial Est, Langley Moor 
  DH7 8HJ. Indoor/outdoor stalls/cafe. Private parking. Entrance £1. 
14 June* Christian Bikers: Meet Wolviston A689 services 10.00am to leave at 10.30am. 
28 June Club BBQ at The Pot and Glass. Start at 3pm 
4-5 July  National Road Rally. Get £1 discount using BMF Membership. 
11 July  Durham Autojumble & Meet. Mill House, Littleburn Industrial Est, Langley Moor 
  DH7 8HJ. Indoor/outdoor stalls/cafe. Private parking. Entrance £1. 
11 July* Christian Bikers: Meet MacDonalds Teeside Park A66 at 10.00am for 10.30am depart. 
19 July  Bikewise at Durham Police HQ 
8 Aug  Durham Autojumble & Meet. Mill House, Littleburn Industrial Est, Langley Moor 
  DH7 8HJ. Indoor/outdoor stalls/cafe. Private parking. Entrance £1. 
6  Sep*   Christian Bikers: Meet Bluebell Hotel Aclam 10.00am for 10.30am depart heading South.  
12 Sep  Durham Autojumble & Meet. Mill House, Littleburn Industrial Est, Langley Moor 
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  DH7 8HJ. Indoor/outdoor stalls/cafe. Private parking. Entrance £1. 
10 Oct  Durham Autojumble & Meet. Mill House, Littleburn Industrial Est, Langley Moor 
  DH7 8HJ. Indoor/outdoor stalls/cafe. Private parking. Entrance £1. 
17-18 Oct Motorcycle Mechanics Classic Show. Stafford Showground 
21.29 Nov Motorcycle Live, NEC Birmingham.  Coach Trip 26 Nov. 
12 Dec  Club Christmas Party. Eaglescliffe Golf Club. Start 1230. 
 
*Christian Bikers Association Ride-outs. Please contact the branch secretary - Pauline Lowery 07971998786. 
 

 The Club Website.  www.yarmmotorcycleclub.co.uk .  The Club’s website has been created by Allan Wren.  Yours 
inputs would be most welcome. Send in your pictures, articles of interest, forthcoming events, and items for sale and wanted.  
Allan is the site moderator; he has the final responsibility for what appears on the site. 

BMF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP DEAL CONTINUED FOR 2015 
 

The BMF.  Why not join the BMF as an individual member and save yourself and the Club money? Strengthen the 
membership base of the BMF and give it more clout in working for riders’ rights. Convert to Full Membership at a £5 
reduction in the normal fee AND make £5 for the Club.  The joining fee will be £21, reduced from £26, and the club will 
receive a payback of £5 for every member recruited.  The payback to the club will be in the form of a credit note to be cashed 
in exchange for part of their affiliation fee for the forthcoming year.  Speak to the Club Secretary for details and Application 
forms.   
 
Club Logo Shirts.   Shirts with the Club Logo are available from Elizabeth 
Embroidery, Stockton: Polo shirt: - £10.65 +VAT. Sweat Shirt: - £12.80 + VAT. Tee 
Shirt: - £9.10 + VAT.   
All shirts are of excellent quality and in a range of colours.  The Tee Shirt is 
available in a micro-fibre type material.  For further details and ordering see 
Allan Coverdale.  You can also take your own garments to have the club logo 
embroidered by Elizabeth’s Embroidery, Stockton on Tees.  Tel: 01642 674 973. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Halfords Store Discount.  The manager at the Halfords Store in Stockton has agreed to give members of the Yarm 
Motorcycling Club a 10% discount for any purchase provided a current membership card is presented at the checkout.  The 
checkout staff  have a copy of the membership card at each till; presentation of a 'Black Sheep Beer Mat' may not be 
acceptable! 
 
Russian Bikers Barred. Poland will not allow members of a Russian motorcycle club to cross its border. The club is linked to 
President Vladimir Putin and the members of the Night Wolves have been black-listed b the US for taking part in Russia’s 

Crofton Court Motorcycles Ltd  
See Steve and crew. 
Telephone: 01642 601795 / 07881276919 
4 Crofton Court   for Servicing, Repairs, MOT, Tyres 
and fitting 
Portrack Lane 
Stockton on Tees  TS18 2QR  www.croftoncourtmotorcyclesltd.co.uk 
(Turn Right at the traffic lights at ARCO. 
Now has executive rights on Maxxis Tyres in the area. 
Zontes Motorcycles Dealer 
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annexation of Crimea. The riders are travelling from Moscow to Berlin to commemorate the end of WWII. Guess they will 
have to find and alternative route. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Computers.    Want a computer with 3 GHz processor and 4 GBytes of RAM with Windows 
7 Professional for around £90.  The guy has other computers of similar spec’ for 
similar prices and can also do repairs and upgrades.  Contact Paul Lowther on 07595-
346286. 
 
Region 2 Annual Regional Meeting. The BMF meeting for Region 2 i.e.- OUR REGION – takes place on Sunday, 3rd May 
at the Gun Inn, Ridsdale (on the A68).  It’s about 12 miles north of Corbridge, south of the junction with the A696.  The 
meeting starts at 12 noon and I intend to lead a Rideout there, starting from the Town Hall, Yarm.  I shall confirm the departure 
time; hopefully 10:00 will be ok but I’ll possibly do a dummy run as a check. As many of you as possible from the club would 
help boost numbers! At the last meeting it was me, the Chairman of Region 2 and the BMF Secretary – not really good 
enough! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cottage in Wales for Rent:  Cottage in Wales.  Go to:  http://www.snowdropselfcateringcottage.co.uk/   Bikers are most 
welcome to stay! 
 
BikeSafe Courses.  BikeSafe Courses are run by several police forces. The course lasts for 1 or 2 days depending on the 
police force and the course structure. Cost for the course is around £45.  Check out one to suit you on www.bikesafe.co.uk. At 
my last check – (26 April) there were no vacancies at Durham, Thirsk or York for this year, but you may want to keep checking 
in case of a cancellation. 
 
 

Camping Gear for You.  Allan Wren (Biker of the Year 2011) is a well-travelled biker and uses 
The Tent Guys for top quality gear.  You too can take of a great offer extended to club members. Go to 
website: http://www.thetentguys.eu/ and get some great bargains. 
 Quote discount code YMC-10-7S367 after making your selection.  Club members get a 10% 
discount. 
 

Car Care UK in Stockton, opposite QuickFit  Tel: 01642 927 696 
Call Adam at Car Care if you are after parts for your vehicle.  A discount will be offered to club 
members equivalent to ‘Cost Price plus 10%’.  You must show a valid (current) club membership 
card to get the discount. 
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Hondas’R’~Us by Bob Arnett.  An industrial estate in a small Suffolk coastal town might seem an unlikely location for the 
largest collection of Honda motorcycles outside Japan, but that’s exactly what’s taking shape at the Leiston base of well-
known spares dealer David Silver. 
David, who started his eponymous business selling parts for classic Honda motorcycles back in 1986, has been assembling an 
extraordinary collection of bikes, trikes and associated memorabilia over the last decade or so – and now he’s building a 
museum so that he can share his passion with fellow Honda fans. 
 

 
 
The first Honda Engine. When we pay a visit, the groundworks are well under way. Meanwhile the collection – approaching 
200 bikes – is stashed away in a number of units around the site. As David opens one of the warehouse doors and flicks on the 
lights, row upon row of classic machines are revealed, handlebars and exhausts gleaming like lost treasure. It’s hard to know 
where to look first. 
Well, how about the first complete engine ever made by Honda, the Cub F, a tiny ‘clip on’ petrol motor that attached to the rear 
wheel of a bicycle to bring affordable transport to the masses in 1952. 
Or if you prefer something a bit sportier, here’s a gorgeous, baby-blue 1950s Honda Benly, one of the very first sports bikes 
produced in Japan. It dates from a time when the Japanese manufacturers were making their name largely by copying British 
bikes; the Benly was pretty much a facsimile of a contemporary NSU, but undeniably pretty, and beautifully engineered of 
course. 
 

 
 
A Once-in-a-Lifetime Opportunity. It’s just one of a group of eye-catching early-’50s Hondas in the collection, including an 
original Dream. ‘These are all extremely rare, no more than a handful of any of them left,’ says David. ‘Very few people have 
ever seen these bikes – which is why they’re perfect for the museum.’ 
Many of the bikes came from a dealer in Pennsylvania who started building a collection of his own in the 1970s. ‘Every time 
he took an interesting, low-mileage Honda in part exchange, he kept it back,’ David tells us. ‘Over 40 years he built up a 
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superb collection. ‘By chance I met him just at the time he was considering selling or breaking up the collection, so I was able 
to buy the whole lot. Many of these bikes have just a few hundred miles on the clock. And none of them have been restored – 
they’re all totally original.’ 
 

 
 
Classics and Best Sellers. Not everything here is a rarity – the museum will also celebrate Honda’s biggest sellers, from the 
Super Cub, the classic ‘step-through’ bike that would go on to become the world’s best-selling motorised vehicle on two 
wheels or four, to the iconic CB750 of the late ’60s and early ’70s, the world’s first ‘superbike’. 
Another building houses a long line of CB400 Fours from the mid-’70s, a model that has a special place in David’s affections 
– and in his business, too. An out-of-the-blue phone call from Top Gear presenter and bike nut James May led to David 
supplying him with a completely rebuilt CB400F, which soon attracted much coverage in the bike media, including a cover 
story in Classic Bike magazine. David Silver Spares now builds as-new CB400Fs to order – and ‘Captain Slow’ has become 
one of their best customers. 

 

 
 
 
Bikes to Bonhams. Equally arresting is a pretty little road-racer, the CB92 that made its debut on the Isle of Man circuit in the 
early ’60s. With its streamlined tank and tiny perspex fairing, this bike has a real cult following today. ‘It was the fastest 125 in 
its day and really opened people’s eyes to how fast a small-capacity bike could be,’ says David. 
Further on, he pulls back two dust-sheets to reveal a matching pair of monkey bikes from the early ‘60s. Innovative at the 
time, most later suffered the ignominy of being bolted onto fairground rides, but these days they’re seriously sought-after. 
‘One sold recently at Bonhams for about £10,000. So now everyone’s very carefully unbolting them!’ says David. ‘We got 
these two from a fairground owner. Parts are virtually non-existent – I’ve seen an ignition switch for sale for more than 500 
Euros. A genuine seat is £1,000…’ 
 
Thousand Dollar Tyres. Another oddball is the US90 (also known as the ATC90) from the early ’70s, the world’s first all-
terrain vehicle with its distinctive balloon tyres and oh-so-’70s orange paintwork that featured in the Bond film, Diamonds Are 
Forever. Apparently those tyres sell for around $1,000 each today. 
The US90 is sure to be one of the star attractions when the museum opens in late 2015 [the date will be announced on all the 
usual social media]. With around 200 bikes displayed over two storeys, along with period posters, sales brochures, 
accessories and other Honda memorabilia, it’s sure to become a Mecca for Honda fans. 
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It’s an astonishing collection – and it’s still growing. ‘People are always giving us bikes,’ says David, ‘especially 
now that word is getting around about the museum. Even when it’s open we’ll still be looking for more pieces.’ 
And what’s the one bike he’d love to be able to add to the museum? ‘Honda made four CB750 prototypes – one of them sold 
at action recently for $148,000 – and one of them, the green bike, is still unaccounted for. It’s out there somewhere… 
          Bob Arnett 
 
Crazy European Driving Laws.  European driving laws are leaving Brits in a bit of a pickle, with many people completely 
unable to separate wacky truths from absurd fiction.  To celebrate its new road trip competition, chocolate experts Cadbury 
dug up a selection of crazy driving laws across the continent and mixed them in with some entirely invented ones to create a 
quiz that caught many folks by surprise. 
For a start, 75% of people refused to believe that a dirty car is punishable by law in Belarus. 
Then there's an excellent piece of Luxembourg logic, whereby a car is not legally required to have a windscreen, but it must be 
fitted with windscreen wipers. A whopping 80% of people thought it was made up.  Closer to home, a technically active 
British law still states that all Hackney Carriages in London must carry a bale of hay and a bag of oats with them at all times. 
Almost two thirds (62%) thought this was false.  Elsewhere, 30% fell for the fib that drivers in Estonia are obliged to keep a 
pair of wheel chocks in the car to prevent the car rolling away when parked. 
Cadbury's Win a Banger competition gives the winner a chance to drive a clapped-out old motor, decorated 'imaginatively' 
using the theme of one of the firm's chocolate bars, across part of Europe. 
The survey also explored British drivers' bad habits while driving overseas, revealing that 15% of us simply talk slower and 
louder when someone doesn't understand English. 
Almost 10% ended up in entirely the wrong country by trusting an errant sat-nav, while Lewis Hamilton was voted the best 
driving partner, securing 13% of the vote. 
 
BEWARE OF CAR DRIVERS!! A recent survey showed that 1 in 3 drivers could not recognize the National Speed Limit 
sign. Furthermore, some 9 out of 10 could not identify the ‘No Vehicles except bikes being pushed’ sign.  Of course you all 
know these after my quizzes at the last 2 meetings.  
 
Local Bike Meets: 
 Tuesday Route 59 Café at Hambleton, Bolton Abbey, BD23 6AF.  (5 to 8pm ‘til 26 Oct) 
   The Pit Stop, Stockton, 1825 Bowesfield Way. 
 Wednesday: The Manor Café, Bellerby near Leyburn. 
   Squire’s Café, near Sherburn in Elmet. 
 Thursday: Whistle Stop Café, Whitby. 
   Stephen Billau &Sons Bike Night.  Every Thursday 6pm to 9pm at the Destination 

Café in the Darlington Shop.  Normal shopping facilities also open.  
 Saturday: Squire’s Café, nr Sherburn in Elmet. 
 Sunday:  Hartside Cafe, Alston, Cumbria. 
 
 7 Days a week: Filling Station Café, 150 yards from A66 Roundabout at Keswick. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE END GAME.  I am getting pushed to come up with fresh jokes! Good clean jokes, devoid of sexism, religion and other 
non-pc stuff considered. OK, send in the non-pc stuff and I’ll consider it! 

AUTOPLUS (UK) LTD 316-318 Norton Road. Norton 
01642 556000 

A shop for all seasons and for all reasons.  Camping and Caravanning goods and Accessories.  
Car Accessories and Bicycles.   
Reliable and friendly service and always guaranteed a good deal. 
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 At a nudist colony for intellectuals, two old men are sitting on the porch. One says to the other, “I say old boy, have 
you read Marx?” The other says, “Yes, it’s these wicker chairs.” 
 Harry decided to kill himself by taking a load of aspirins, but after taking two he began to feel much better.  
 Two mental patients are waiting for interviews to see if they can be released into society. Harry goes in first and the 
doctor in charge asks how he would feel if the doctor poked one of his eyes out. “I would be half blind” said Harry. “And how 
would you feel if I poked the other one out too?” “I would be totally blind” said Harry. “Excellent”, says the doctor and Harry 
leaves the room to prepare for release. Tom is next in and the doctor asks, “How would you feel if I cut off one of your ears?” 
“I would be half blind” says Tom. “I see” says the doctor, a little puzzled. “And how would you feel if I cut of the other ear as 
well?” “I would be completely blind” says Tom. “Why do you say you would be blind if you had no ears?” asked the doctor. 
Tom thinks for a minute then says, “Because my hat would fall over my eyes”.  Tom didn’t go home that day. 

Two men are found guilty of drug dealing. Rather than a custodial sentence for their first offence, the judge orders the 
two to go out and tell their friends about the evils of drugs. They were to report back after one month and explain what they 
had achieved. After a month the two men are interviewed by the judge to determine how they got on. The first explains that he 
had converted 22 people by showing them a drawing with two different sized circles depicted. He said that the large circle was 
the brain before drug use, and the smaller circle was the result of using drugs. “Very good”, said the judge. The judge turned to 
the second man and asked how many he had converted. “Four Hundred and Seventy Two your Honour”  said the second man. 
“Excellent, and how did you manage that?” asked the judge. “Well”, explained the man. “I showed them a picture with two 
different sized circles. I told them that the smaller circle was their asshole before they went to prison ……..” 
 
 
Leader Nominated Rideout Table 2015 
 

Date Rideout Leader Note 
3 May Brian Taylor To Gun Inn, Ridsdale, A68 
4 May General Rideout May Day Bank Holiday 

13 May N/A Club Night 
17 May Johnny Angus  
25 May General Rideout Bank Holiday 
10 June N/A Club Night 
14 June   
8 July N/A Club Night 

12 July   
12 August N/A Club Night 
16 August   
31 August General Rideout Bank Holiday 

9 September N/A Club Night 
13 September   

14 October N/A Club Night 
18 October   
25 October N/A BST Ends 

 
 
 
 
And it’s ‘Goodnight’ from him.  Please call me if you would like something putting in the newsletter.  There is no 
deadline...you either make the next issue or you don’t! My email address: brian.burke2@btopenworld.com or  01325 
721669 (Answerphone may be on). Mobile 07517 605614. 
 


