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Affiliated to the 

 

 

www.yarmmotorcycleclub.co.uk    
Tel: 07481 120673 (Secretary) 

 
CLUB NEWSLETTER M ARCH 2017 

 
Secretary’s Ramblings:  Thanks to Roger Barber for setting up the Speaker at the February meeting. 
David Hunter gave an excellent talk on the 500 Group and the 9-year restoration project of a double-
decker bus that had once seen service in the Cleveland area. The bus had been recovered from a yard in 
Anglesey after it had been sold to, and abandoned by, a Welsh bus company. What a project and what a 
great job by everyone involved in bringing the bus back to fantastic condition.  Did you know that 
Norman Simpson was a real ‘metal-basher and welder’ and played a vital part in the restoration?  
Neither did I!  Well done Norman, you done the club proud.   
  
Vice Treasurer.  Congratulations to Bob Bilham. Bob has volunteered to be the Vice Treasurer and, 
with his past experience in accounting, will doubtless prove to be a great help to Jeff and a great asset 
to the Club.  Members please note Bob’s contact number for your Membership Card: 07981 205195. 
 
RIP Alec Pocock  It is always sad to learn that a colleague has passed away. Alec was one of the 
founder members of the club and an experienced motorcyclist. He kept a caring eye over the less 
experienced members on Rideouts and proved to be a staunch supporter of club events. He had a really 
interesting life – a policeman in the Metropolitan force, a lorry driver, gamekeeper and publican. The 
funeral was well attended, with former and current club members present. Our sympathy goes to his 
wife Val, daughter Claire and family.  
 
Forthcoming Events (latest additions in Bold).   
     
   Committee Mtg: Weds 1 March @8pm 

General Club Mtg: Weds 8 March  Presentation by MSG Bike Gear 
 
Meet every Sunday 10:00 at Costa during non-Rideout period – October to March.      
  
18/19 Mar Cadwell Park Auto 66 ‘TT’ Warm Up Roadrace - Louth 
25/26 Mar Manchester Bike Show. Event City, Manchester, M41 7TB 
26 Mar  BST Begins 
1-2 Apr Croft - North East Motorcycling Racing Clubman’s Race Meeting 
2 Apr  Lakeland Motor Museum Classic Drive and Ride In Day LA12 8TA. Free Parking 
14 Apr  Good Friday Club Rideout 
16/17 Apr Cadwell Park Auto 66 Roadrace - Louth 
18 Apr  Easter Monday Club Rideout 
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21/23 Apr Fat Skeleton Blues and Bikes Weekend, Cadbourne Parva, Lincs. Call 
  Tony on 01507 527835 or Ron on 07737613786 
22/23 Apr Stafford Classic Bike Show, Staffordshire Show Ground. Meet Troy Bayliss. 
22/23 Apr Oliver’s Mount Auto 66 Spring Cup Road Race 
29/30 Apr Oliver’s Mount Auto 66 Festival of Speed Car Hill Climb 
1 May  Bank Holiday Monday Club Rideout 
12/13 May Croft Northern Clubman Road Race 
28 May BMF Region 2 Annual Regional Meeting at Squire’s Cafe  
29 May  Spring Bank Holiday Monday Club Rideout 
11 Jun  Lakeland Motor Museum Classic 300 Classic Car Run 
17 Jun  Scottish Classic Motorcycle Show, Ayr Racecourse. KA8 0JE 
8/9 Jul Croft Classic Bike Race Meeting 
24/25 Jun Oliver’s Mount Cock O’ The North 
1/2 July National Road Rally. Sponsored by the BMF and the ACU  
16 July  National Bikesafe Show.  Rockingham Motor Speedway, Corby, NN17 5AF 
22/23 Jul Barry Sheene Race and Rally Festival, Oliver’s Mount 
5/6 Aug Croft Nostalgia Festival 
5/6 Aug Cadwell Park ‘Count of Cadwell’ 
11-13 Aug BMF Dambuster Rally. Thorpe Camp Visitor Centre. Lincs, LN4 4PL 
20 Aug Oliver’s Mount National Hill Climb 
28 Aug  Summer Bank Holiday Monday Club Rideout 
2/3 Sep Cadwell Park Reunion Meeting 
10 Sep Saltburn Hill Climb 
10 Sep  Lakeland Motor Museum Classic Drive and Ride In. 
17 Sep The Beamish Trophy Trial 
24 Sep Teesside Classic Bike Show. Coulby Manor 
22-24 Sep BMF Scotland Rally. Stair Arms Hotel, Pathead, Midlothian, EH37 5TX 
23/24 Sep Oliver’s MountSteve Hanshaw ’67 International Gold Cup Road Race  
8 Oct Oliver’s Mount Bike Hill Climb 
14 Oct  BMF AGM @ The McCleugh Arms, Moffat, Dumfries and Galloway 
15 Oct Catterick Classic Motorcycle Hill Climb 
28/29 Oct Cadwell Park Sidecar Bash 
29 Oct  BST Ends 
?? Nov  NEC Motorcycle Live.  Date TBD 
 
 The Club Website.  www.yarmmotorcycleclub.co.uk.  The Club’s website has been created by 
Allan Wren.  Yours inputs would be most welcome. Send in your pictures, articles of interest, 
forthcoming events, and items for sale and wanted.  Allan is the site moderator; he has the final 
responsibility for what appears on the site. 

 
BMF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP DEAL CONTINUED FOR 2017 

 
The BMF.  Why not join the BMF as an individual member and save yourself and the Club money? 
Strengthen the membership base of the BMF and give it more clout in working for riders’ rights. Convert 
to Full Membership at a £5 reduction in the normal fee AND make £5 for the Club.  The joining fee will 
be £23, reduced from £28, and the club will receive a payback of £5 for every member recruited.  The 
payback to the club will be in the form of a credit note to be cashed in exchange for part of their 
affiliation fee for the forthcoming year.  Speak to the Club Secretary for details and Application forms.   
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Club Logo Shirts.   Shirts with the Club Logo are available from Elizabeth Embroidery, Stockton. 
All shirts are of excellent quality and in a range of colours.  The Tee Shirt is available in a micro-fibre 
type material.  For further details and ordering see Allan Coverdale.  You can also take your own 
garments to have the club logo embroidered by Elizabeth’s Embroidery, Stockton on Tees.  
Tel: 01642 674 973. 
 
Club Badges.  Allan Coverdale has Club Badges available at £8 each.  These are quality items and will 
improve the appearance of your jacket/whatever! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Get Down to the March Meet.  
MSG Bike Gear have a whole load of new stuff, and Joyce and the team from the store will be there to 
give you the inside info.  2017 is already looking good with a vast range of new motorcycles, and there 
is a whole load of improved clothing and accessories to go with the bikes.  Check it out! 
 

 

Crofton Court Motorcycles Ltd  
See Steve and crew. 
Telephone: 01642 601795 / 07881276919 
4 Crofton Court   for Servicing, Repairs, MOT, Tyres and fitting 
Portrack Lane 
Stockton on Tees  TS18 2QR  www.croftoncourtmotorcyclesltd.co.uk 
(Turn Right at the traffic lights at ARCO. 
Now has executive rights on Maxxis Motorcycle Tyres in the area. 
Zontes Motorcycles Dealer 

 

Tel: 01325 333346 
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Speeding Drivers Face Big Fines. New sentencing guidelines are being given to magistrates for those 
motorists caught travelling well above the speed limit. Fines will start from 150% of their weekly rather 
than the current level of 100%. The aim is to ensure there is a clear increase in penalty as the 
seriousness of the offending increases. Start saving now!! 
 
2017 Rideout Destinations.  Suggestions for Rideouts in the coming months include a few ‘new’ 
destinations.  For example :– Craster for seafood/kippers; Three Castles Run – e.g. Raby, Alnwick and 
Bamburgh;  Ride all the road bridges over the River Tees; Roseberry Topping to Newport Bridge and 
Angel of the North.  Hardknott Pass.   Other suggested destinations are always welcome. 
 
Following still available:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Computers.    Computers with a fast processors and lots of RAM at great prices.  Contact Paul Lowther 
on 07595-346286.  Paul can also do repairs and upgrades.    
 

FOR SALE: 
Puig screen/wind 
deflector, universal fitting 
as new with instructions 
boxed. £35.  
Contact Tony Simpson  
07732231371. 

CLOTHING FOR SALE 
Rukka Water Proofs.  One-piece.  Size 52.  Jacket, Trousers Spats and Glove-covers. 

Two-tone grey.  As new:  £100. 
 

Wolf Leathers.  Jacket 46 inches ( 117 cms).  Excellent condition.  Trousers Bib and 
Brace type. 36 inches. The set for £100 
 
Akito Cobra Cordura Jacket.  Brand New.  Nnt worn. Black.  Size Medium.  Also 
Nitro Cordura Trousers. Black. Size Small.  Jacket and Trousers = £100. 
 
Motorcycle Helmet by MDS. Worn twice.  (Boxed). Size Large.  £25. 
 
Boots by Frank Thomas. Black.  Size 9.  £15 
 
Gloves by Frank Thomas.  Black.  Size Large.  £5 
 
Contact Tony on  07903 693199.  Text or Call and negotiate at deal.  
   Try the items before you buy. Tony lives in Darlington 
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Water-Proof Membranes and Heated Grips.  (Information passed on by Norman Simpson).  
Wearing water-proof gloves when it is raining makes obvious sense. However, wearing the same gloves 
in wet-weather and having heated grips switched on causes the water-proof membrane to work in 
reverse order! Surprise, surprise – the membrane in water-proof clothing is not a ‘one-way’ system.  The 
membrane is constructed such that water cannot pass through the membrane but vapour can, and the 
humid air resulting from perspiration can pass outwards. Switch on the heated grips however and the 
skin becomes warm and dry. The outside of the glove is wet and humid and the process is reversed.  
You pay your money and takes your choice! Ride with warm, wet hands or dry, cold ones. A warm bath 
is pleasant enough so I know what I would do – if I had heated grips. 
 
 
Local Bike Meets: 
 Tuesday Route 59 Café at Hambleton, Bolton Abbey, BD23 6AF.  
   The Pit Stop, Stockton, 1825 Bowesfield Way. 
 Wednesday: The Manor Café, Bellerby near Leyburn. DL8  
   Squire’s Café, near Sherburn in Elmet. LS25 3LX 
 Thursday: Whistle Stop Café, Whitby.YO21 1YN 

Stephen Billau &Sons Bike Night.  Every Thursday 6pm to 9pm at the Destination 
Café in the Darlington Shop.  Normal shopping facilities also open.  

 Saturday: Squire’s Café, nr Sherburn in Elmet. 
 Sunday:  Hartside Cafe, Alston, Cumbria. CA9 3BW 
Other places: 
   Filling Station Café, 150 yards from A66 Roundabout at Keswick.CA12 5PR 
   Hot Tram Roll, Keswick central, CA12 5DF 
   Cocketts Hotel, Market Place, Hawes 
   Seaways Café, Fridaythorpe. YO25  9RX 
   The Rose and Crown Hotel, Bainbridge, Leyburn. DL8 3EE 
   The Buck Inn, Chop Gate, Bilsdale. TS9 7JL 
   The Penny Garth Café, Hawes. Open 7 days a week ‘til 4pm – ‘til 9pm weekends 
   Tomlinsons Café and Bunkhouse, Bridge Street, Rothbury, NE65 7SF 
   Wilf ‘s Café, Staveley, Kendal. LA5 9LR 
   Orton Scar Café, Orton, Penrith. CA10 3RQ. 5 mins from J38 on Tebay–Appleby Rd 
   Café 1618, Middleton in Teesdale, DL12 0QG 
   Blenkinsop Castle on A69, Brampton, CA8 7JS 
   Biker Café at GMEC Garage, Merry Lees Spital Road nr Staxton, YO12 4NN 
   Elaine’s Tea Room, Austwick, nr Settle. LA2 8DF 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Car Care UK in Stockton, opposite QuickFit  Tel: 01642 927 696 
Call Adam at Car Care if you are after parts for your vehicle.  A discount will be offered to 
club members, equivalent to ‘Cost Price plus 10%’.  You must show a valid (current) club 
membership card to get the discount. 

AUTOPLUS (UK) LTD 316-318 Norton Road. Norton 
01642 556000 

A shop for all seasons and for all reasons.  Camping and Caravanning goods and 
accessories.  Car Accessories and Bicycles.   
Reliable and friendly service and always guaranteed a good deal. 
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Automation Has It’s Place ….. but…  Last month it was cars on ‘Autopilot’ and the problems that 
have occurred in the motor industry from ‘immature automation’ on public roads.  In the UK insurance 
companies are already looking at the problems associated with autonomous operations. Who is in 
control and responsible in the case of an accident?  Guess there many issues to consider before 
manufacturers, the regulators and the public will be happy.  The latest thing now in the press has been 
‘flying cars’.  In Dubai a company is aiming to roll out self-drive hover taxis in July this year after testing 
a model!  The one-man taxi can make journeys up to 30 minutes duration at speeds up to 60mph and 
go straight up to a height of 300 metres (1,000 ft). The taxi lands on a designated spot monitored by a 
control centre. On a different tack, a Dutch company has a flying car in production. The future Liberty 
Sport and the Liberty Pioneer are a pair of 2-seater three-wheeled vehicles capable of flying at up to 112 
mph. It takes 10 minutes to convert from car to aircraft and can travel 310 miles on a full tank of gas. 
Delivery to the first customers is expected before the end of 2018. Costs are high enough to deter but 
the most dedicated (rich) aviator – around £400,000 and up. At least the vehicles will be built to well-
understood standards and subject to the same scrutiny as current aircraft designs and the pilots will 
have to meet the current high standards for licensing. Furthermore, take-offs and landings will have to 
be made on authorized sites.   

THE END GAME.  This month the jokes are courtesy of Albert Higgins – cheers mate.  

Daughter to Father: "Dad there is something that my boyfriend said to me, that I didn't 
understand. He said that I have a beautiful chassis, lovely airbags and a fantastic bumper." Father's 
response: "Tell your boyfriend that if he opens your bonnet and tries to check your oil with his dipstick, I 
will tighten his nuts so hard that his headlights will pop out and he will start leaking out of his exhaust 
pipe." 
 A mature lady gets pulled over for speeding. Woman: “Is there a problem, Officer?“ Traffic 
Cop: “Yes ma'am, I'm afraid you were speeding.” Woman: “Oh, I see.”  Traffic Cop:  “Can I see your 
license please?”  Woman:  “Well, I would give it to you but I don't have one.“  Traffic Cop:  “Don't have 
one?” Woman: “No. I lost it 4 years ago for drunk driving.” Traffic Cop: “I see...Can I see your vehicle 
registration papers please?”  Woman: “I can't do that.” Traffic Cop: “Why not?” Woman: “I stole this 
car.” Traffic Cop: “Stole it?” Woman: “Yes, and I killed and hacked up the owner.”  Traffic Cop: “You 
what!?” Woman:  “His body parts are in plastic bags in the trunk if you want to see.” The traffic cop 
looks at the woman and slowly backs away to his car while calling for back up.  Within minutes 5 police 
cars circle the car. A senior officer slowly approaches the car, clasping his half drawn 
gun. Officer 2: “Ma'am, could you step out of your vehicle please!”  The woman steps out of her 
vehicle. Older woman: “Is there a problem sir?” Officer 2: “My colleague here tells me that you have 
stolen this car and murdered the owner.”  Woman: “Murdered the owner? Are you serious?!”  Officer 
2: “Yes, could you please open the trunk of your car, please.” The woman opens the trunk, revealing 
nothing but an empty trunk. Officer 2: “Is this your car, ma'am?”  Woman: “Yes, here are the 
registration papers.” The traffic cop is quite stunned. Officer 2: “My colleague claims that you do not 
have a driving license.” The woman digs into her handbag and pulls out a clutch purse and hands it to 
the officer. The officer examines the license quizzically. Officer 2: “Thank you ma'am, but I am puzzled, 
as I was told by my officer here that you didn't have a license, that you stole this car, and that you 
murdered and hacked up the owner!” Woman: “Bet the lying bastard told you I was speeding too.”  
Don't Mess With Mature Ladies.  

An Aussie truckie walks into an outback cafe with a full-grown emu behind him. The waitress 
asks them for their orders. The truckie says, 'A hamburger, chips and a coke,' and turns to the emu, 
'What's yours?' 'Sounds great, I'll have the same,' says the emu. A short time later the waitress returns 
with the order 'That will be $9.40 please,' and he reaches into his pocket and pulls out the exact change 
and pays. The next day, the man and the emu come again and he says, 'A hamburger, chips and a 
coke.' The emu says, ' Sounds great, I'll have the same.' Again the truckie reaches into his pocket and 
pays with exact change. This becomes routine until the two enter again. 'The usual?' asks the waitress. 
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'It's Friday night, so I'll have a steak, baked potato and a salad,' says the man. 'Same for me,' says 
the emu. Shortly the waitress brings the order and says, 'That will be $32.62.' Once again the man pulls 
the exact change out of his pocket and places it on the table. The waitress cannot hold back her 
curiosity any longer. 'Excuse me mate, how do you manage to always pull the exact change from your 
pocket every time?' 'Well, love' says the truckie, 'a few years ago I was cleaning out the back shed, and 
found an old lamp. When I cleaned it, a Genie appeared and offered me two wishes. My first wish was 
that if I ever had to pay for anything, I would just put my hand in my pocket and the right amount of 
money would always be there.' 'That's brilliant!' says the waitress. 'Most people would ask for a million 
dollars or something, but you'll always be as rich as you want, for as long as you live!' 'That's right. 
Whether it's a gallon of milk or a Rolls Royce, the exact money is always there.' says the man. Still 
curious the waitress asks, 'What's with the bloody emu?' The truckie pauses, sighs, and answers, 'My 
second wish was for a tall bird with a big arse and long legs who agrees with everything I say. 

I saw my mate Charlie this morning, he's only got one arm bless him. I shouted - "Where you off 
to Charlie?" He said, "I'm off to change a light bulb." Well I just cracked up, couldn't stop laughing, then 
said, "That's gonna be a bit awkward innit?" "Not really." he said. "I still have the receipt, you insensitive 
bastard." 

Angela Merkel arrives at Passport Control, Athens airport. "Nationality?" asks the immigration 
officer. "German," she replies. "Occupation?  "No, just here for a few days." 

As a coffin was being lowered into the ground at a Parking Warden’s funeral, a voice from inside 
screams: "I'm not dead, I'm not dead. Let me out!"  The Vicar smiles, leans forward, sucking air through 
his teeth and mutters, "Too late mate, the paperwork's already done." 

I spent a couple of hours defrosting the fridge last night. Or “foreplay” as she likes to call it. 
After both suffering from depression for a while, the missus and I were going to commit suicide 
together. Strangely enough, once she killed herself I started to feel a lot better. So I thought – sod it, I'll 
soldier on. 

I woke up this morning at 8 o’clock and could sense something was wrong. I got downstairs and 
found the wife face down on the kitchen floor, not breathing! I panicked. I didn't know what to do. Then 
I remembered the local cafe serves breakfast until 11.30. 
 “Jesus Loves You.”  Nice to hear in church but not in a Mexican prison. 
Got caught having a pee in the local swimming pool. The lifeguard shouted at me so loud I nearly fell in! 

I woke up to go to the toilet in the middle of the night and noticed a burglar sneaking through 
next door's garden. Suddenly my neighbour came from nowhere and smacked him over the head with a 
shovel, killing him instantly. He then began to dig a grave with the shovel. Astonished, I got back into 
bed. My wife said "Darling, you're shaking, what is the matter?" "You'll never believe what I've just 
seen!" I said, "That tosser next door has still got my bloody shovel!” 
      
And it’s ‘Goodnight’ from him.  Please call me if you would like something putting in the newsletter.   
There is no deadline...you either make the next issue or you don’t! My contact details:  
 
brian.burke2@btopenworld.com /01325 722660 (Answerphone may be on). Mobile 07481 120673. 
 
 
The Racing Calendar 2017 follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 
 

 
 
The Racing Calendar 2017 
 

Date MOTOGP WSB BSB 
26 Feb  Phillip Island  
12 Mar  Chang, Thailand  
26 Mar Losail, Qatar   
2 Apr  Aragon Donington 
9 Apr Argentina   
17 Apr   Brands Hatch Indy Cct 
23 Apr USA. Cct of Americas   
30 Apr  Assen  
1 May   Oulton Park 
7 May Jerez   
14 May  Italy, Ferrari Autodrome  
21 May Le Mans   
28 May  Donington  
4 Jun Mugello   
11 Jun Catalunya   
18 Jun  Misano Knockhill 
25 Jun Assen   
2 Jul Sachsenring  Snetterton 
9 Jul  Laguna Seca  
23 Jul   Brands Hatch GP Cct 
6 Aug Brno  Thruxton 
13 Aug Austria. Spielberg   
20 Aug  Lausitzring Cadwell 
27 Aug Silverstone   
10 Sep Misano  Silverstone 
17 Sep  Portugal. Algarve Oulton Park 
24 Sep Aragon   
1 Oct  Le Mans Assen 
15 Oct Motegi TBD Brands Hatch GP Cct 
22 Oct Phillip Island   
29 Oct Sepang   
4 Nov  Losail, Qatar  
12 Nov Valencia   

  


